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in a letter to Miss Skerrett on business,  to be
laid before the Queen.
"To Miss SKERRETT.
"DEAR MADAM,
"Will you kindly lay the following before
Her Majesty the Queen, with my humble duty ?
The statue of Her Majesty I have finished ac-
cording to my promise and the polisher would
have completed his part of the work had he not
been disturbed by some communications threaten-
ing assassination, as he was considered a 'Nero/
as the Pope's party is called, the more so as his
son is a priest. I advised him thereupon to leave
Rome for Porta d'Anzio. He took my advice,
and in consequence of his absence H.M. cannot
have the statue so soon as it was promised."
I have inserted parts from the letter which I had
received from Wyatt, where he related that he
saw the preparations which the French were
making to attack the city on the side of the
Piazza del Popolo. Anticipating a bombardment
so close to our studios, he reported that he had
crossed over to my studio with a few men and
moved my statue of the Queen to a corner of
the room where it stood, and made a roof over
it with strong boards, so that if shells or cannon
balls fell through the roof upon it, they might roll
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